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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to October 1 this season contained a larger pro- 
portion of the longer staples (36 and longer) than a year earlier, according to the Department of 
Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. The average staple was the longest in five years. 
Grade 31 and higher White grades accounted for the smallest proportion of ginnings through Septem- 
ber 30 on record. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 base range comprised 83 percent of ginnings against 


84 percent a year ago. Fiber strength averaged 84,000 pounds per square inch compared with 85,000 
pounds last season. 


The average staple of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 33.6 thirty-seconds 
inches compared with 33.5 thirty-seconds a year earlier. Cotton stapling 36 and longer represent- 
ed six percent of total ginnings, up from the three percent in these longer staples a year ago. 
Cotton stapling 34 and 35 was equivalent to 59 percent of this season's ginnings against 63 per- 
cent last season. Twenty-seven percent of ginnings prior to October 1 was in the two lengths 32 
and 33 compared with 19 percent to the same date a year ago. Cotton stapling 31 and shorter ac- 
counted for eight percent of ginnings through September 30, the smallest percentage on record. 


The grade index of ginnings prior to October 1 this season was 89.0 (grade 31 = 100) < This is the 
lowest grade index on record and compares with last season's grade index of 91.5. Grade 31 and 
higher White grades comprised a record-low proportion - nine percent - of ginnings through Septem- 
ber 30 against 12 percent a year earlier. Grade 41 accounted for 30 percent of ginnings, down 
from the 39 percent in last season's early ginnings. The Light Spotted grades made up 31 percent 
of this season's ginnings, the same percentage as a year earlier. Seven percent of ginnings 
through September 30 was in the Spotted grades, up from the two percent of a year ago. 


The average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this Season was 4.5 compared with 4.4 
in the corresponding period last season. Cotton miking below 3.5 comprised the same percentage of 
ginnings - three percent - as a year earlier. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range accounted for 
nearly 83 percent of total ginnings compared with 84 percent in the previous season. Fifteen per- 
cent of ginnings through September 30 miked 5.0 and above against 13 percent a year ago. 


Fiber strength test results show that cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was slightly 
weaker than a year earlier. The average was 84,000 pounds per square inch compared with 85,000 
pounds last season. Cotton 90,000 pounds and stronger comprised 15 percent of this season's gin- 
nings against 19 percent a year ago. 


Cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season totaled 496,000 running bales, according to the Bureau 
of the Census. This is a record-low volume of cotton ginned through September 30 and compares 
with 1,820,700 bales ginned to the same date last season. Rains in several parts of the belt de- 
layed harvesting of the already late crop in September. Cotton ginned through September 30 was 
equivalent to only four percent of the indicated 1973 crop compared with 14 percent a year earlier 
and nine percent two years ago. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to October 1, 1973 with 1972 comparisons, by states aye 









Grade reductions 
Bark Other causes 
1973 1972 1973 





State 






Total reductions 





ome 





Pete PCibr. ECG Pet. Retr Bec Pet. POG. 
North Carolina Zoe ORS - - - - 2S OS 
South Carolina 10.9 LORS - - - - 10.9 LORS 
Georgia Si gl0, 267 O25 - ~ - SD PaaT) 
Florida 10.6 - - - ONS - Leak - 
Alabama B.2 inf * - OaT - 8:23 i sO 
Mississippi 4.8 ae * ~ Om - 4.9 yo 
Tennessee LO's2 4.0 Ort Ik Ale, - - ORG DO) 
Missouri 0.8 - - - ze - 0.8 - 
Arkansas io) OS OF 0.4 Ona - Siar 0.9 
Louisiana 4.6 See - Ze - - 4.6 ENG 
Oklahoma Zaks - Crk - ~ - 422 - 
Texas S.8 3:26 8.5 8.6 * * 2.3 i, 6 
Arizona Aes 2.9 - One Ou - 4.4 Sri 
California LO lee Ont: - - - ii al ee 
United States Are Sn5 ABS 6.4 = * Be5 9.9 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
° Less than 0.05 percent. 


